
 

16 April 2024       File Ref: OIA 48315 

 
Tēnā koe  
 
Official Information Act request  
 
Thank you for your information request dated 11 March 2024. You asked for the following 
information:  
 

“Copies of all advice, briefings, memos, feedback or any other documents provided 
by Te Puni Kōkiri on the implementation of the Gang Amendment Bill as referred to 
on page 22 of the Regulatory Impact Statement, including which ministers, if any it 
was provided to.” 

 
Your request has been considered in accordance with the Official Information Act 1982 
(the Act). 
 
Three documents have been identified in scope of your request. The documents and my 
decisions regarding the release of the information are set out in the table attached as 
Appendix A. 
 
Some information has been withheld in accordance with the Act on the following grounds: 

• section 9(2)(a) – in order to protect the privacy of natural persons.  
 
In making the decision to withhold information, I have considered the public interest 
considerations in section 9(1) of the Act. 
 
I trust my response satisfies your request. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this 
response. Information about how to make a complaint is available at 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 0800 802 602. 
 
Please note that Te Puni Kōkiri publishes some of its OIA responses on its website, after 
the response is sent to the requester. The responses published are those that are 
considered to have a high level of public interest. We will not publish your name, address 
or contact details.  
 
  



 
 

If you wish to discuss any aspect of your request with us, including this decision, please 
feel free to contact us at oia@tpk.govt.nz. 
 
Ngā mihi 
 
 

 
 
 
Paula Rawiri 
Hautū, Te Puni Kaupapa Here | Deputy Secretary, Policy Partnerships



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix A – documents OIA request from dated 11 March 2024 
 
 

Item Date Document description Decision 

1. 1 December 
2023 

Email: FW: For feedback: gangs 100 day plan Cabinet paper 

• The Ministry of Justice is seeking agency review from Te Puni Kōkiri on a 
draft Cabinet paper outlining four proposals in the new government’s 100-
day plan about addressing gang harm. 

 

 
Released with some 
information withheld 
under S9(2)(a) of the 

Act. 

2. 07 February 
2024 

Email: FW: Consultation – Gangs Policy RIA 

• Correspondence between Te Puni Kōkiri and Ministry of Justice 

Released with some 
information withheld 
under S9(2)(a) of the 

Act. 

 

3. 14 February 
2024 

48167 Ministerial Consultation on the Gangs Legislation Amendment Bill: 
Approval for Introduction (provided to Hon Tama Potaka, Minister for Māori 
Development)   

Note error in Min Consult, to clarify this paper was written and provided by Te 
Puni Kōkiri NOT Hon Paul Goldsmith, Minister of Justice.  

Note the paper was incorrectly dated as 14 February 2023. 

 

 
 

Released in full. 
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Ministerial Consultation on Gangs Legislation Amendment Bill: Approval for 
Introduction 
From: Hon Paul Goldsmith, Minister of Justice 
Due: 14 February 2023 

Purpose 
1. This paper seeks approval for the introduction of the Gangs Legislation

Amendment Bill (the Bill), which progresses policies to: prohibit the display of
gang insignia in public; stop gangs from gathering in public; stop gang offenders
from associating, through court-issued non-consorting order; and make gang
membership an aggravating factor at sentencing.

Context 
2. The paper contributes to the Government's coalition agreements to restore law

and order and public confidence in the justice system. Cabinet agreed to
progress these policies in December 2023 as part of its 100-Day Plan and for a
Bill to be drafted. This paper further defines the policies to be more stringent.

Recommended action 
3. Note that different components of the policies have an impact on the Bill of Rights

Act 1990, and the Office of the Privacy Commissioner has expressed their
concerns on the proposed new search powers.

4. Consider raising that the lack of public consultation poses a risk to the efficacy
of the proposed policies in addressing the policy problem.

5. Consider raising that discrimination of Maori may be further exacerbated by the
proposed policies.

6. Consider raising that the proposed policies should be accompanied with early
intervention and preventative initiatives to ensure that the causes of joining gangs
are mitigated and eliminated.

Risks and impacts on Maori 
7. The proposed gang policies pose the risk of perpetuating and exacerbating

existing discrimination of Maori and their whanau, regardless of if they are
actually involved in a gang or criminal activity.

8. There are historical and societal causes that influence why Maori are
overrepresented n gang statistics, including economic deprivation and
institutional discrimination. The proposals do not take these factors into account
and may produce sub-optimal, if not detrimental, outcomes for Maori and New
Zealand as a whole.

9. The proposed policies are all short-term and punitive approaches to address the
policy problems identified in the paper. The merits of early-intervention and
preventative approaches should be emphasised - especially when addressing
multi generational issues impacting whanau Maori.

10. The lack of consultation with communities, non-governmental organisations, and
Maori poses the risk of the policies not being reflective of the actual issues and
informed by what these parties think will work, based on their knowledge and
experience.

Te Puni Kokiri involvement 
11. Te Puni Kokiri were consulted on the development of the proposals in this paper.

The feedback provided was largely unaddressed in the final paper.

Document 3
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